
2016 RMSST 10th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

Welcome to 10th grade literature and composition at Rockdale Magnet School for Science 
and Technology.  You will read THREE books for your summer reading assignment.   Summer 
reading assignments are due on August 5. 

1.  Select ONE book from the district’s summer reading list (see attached list).  
Complete all three portions of the district’s Option 1 Assignment (attached).  

2. Read The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.   Complete a double-
entry journal for this book (see attachment for directions for double-entry journal). 

3. Select a book of your choice; please be sure it is an appropriate reading level (high 
school level).  If you are unsure if a book is an appropriate reading level for you, you 
can check its Lexile level at www.lexile.com, or you can email me 
at cullo@rockdale.k12.ga.us to ask.   For this book, please complete the 
“Recommendation” portion of the district’s Option 1 Assignment ONLY.   
 

Summer Reading Checklist 

You will turn in the following on August 5: 

� The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks:  Double-entry journal 
� RCPS 10th Grade Summer Reading  List book:  Summary/Critique, Theme/Central Idea, 

AND Recommendation assessments from RCPS Summer Reading Option 1 Assignment  
� Free choice book:  Recommendation assessment ONLY from RCPS Summer Reading 

Option 1 Assignment 

Please use the attached rubrics as guidelines for completing your assignments.   

http://www.lexile.com/
mailto:cullo@rockdale.k12.ga.us








Double Entry Journal 
 
The double entry journal is a type of two-column note-taking.  It helps readers construct meaning from a text, to 
make personal connections to what they read, and to write down the insights they gain from reading (what 
they have learned). This type of journal allows students to question, elaborate, make connections, evaluate, 
reflect upon, make predictions, analyze, and interpret what they have read. 
 
Your responsibility is to maintain a double-entry journal at least four typewritten pages in length. 
 
Your objective is to… 
1. Find key quotations, phrases, or passages that you think are interesting, important, or significant.  
2. On the left side of the journal, copy the exact quotation, phrase, or passage and page number.  You should 
have a minimum of 16 quotations and responses.  Quotations may be one sentence or longer. 
3. On the right side of the journal, respond in your own words to the text you have written on the left side of the 
journal.  Your response might consist of personal connections, connections to other books you’ve read, 
questions that you have, etc. An analogy for this process is to see the left column functioning as a highlighter 
and the right column as the notes scribbled in the margin. 
 
Your entries should come from the beginning, middle, and end of the book.  Entries that focus solely on a 
limited number of pages will be graded harshly! 
 
A note on formatting your double-entry journal:  Please use STANDARD 12-point Times New Roman or 11-point 
Century Gothic font and STANDARD margins for your journal.  I recommend inserting a table to format your 
page (see example below). 
 
Double entry journal example: 
 

Title of Book: 
Quotations:  Type the copied passage, phrase or 
quotation on this side of your journal entry. 
 
Remember:  These are key quotations, phrases, and 
passages that you feel are significant or important, or 
that compel you to question what you are reading. 

Analysis and Response:  Type your response to the 
reading on this side of the journal. 
 
Respond to the passage.  Possible ways to begin a 
response include 
 
Responses are a minimum of 3 sentences.  Your 
responses should take up a full half-page for EACH of 
your four pages of entries.  Each response should 
demonstrate careful thought about the text. 
 
Possible ways to begin a response:   

• This passage reminds me of… 
• I wonder if… 
• This point is important because… 
• This passage connects to my life because…  

“Seriously,” he complained, “math makes sense.  Lines 
are straight. They form nice neat angles.  They make 
squares or triangles. I like that. I can understand that. 
Poetry is full of squiggles and blips. Don’t make sense to 
me.” 
“Most relationships don’t go in a straight line,” I tried to 
explain to him. “Poetry is about feelings, and 
relationships, and that’s really complicated.” 
 
Sharon Draper, p. 160 of Darkness Before Dawn 

This quotation connects to my life because my strength 
is my understanding of math.  I am very good at solving 
most math problems, except word problems.  In English I 
have a hard time interpreting poetry because there are 
so many ways to analyze it, and some of the language is 
difficult.  Poetry is complicated, just like the life of a 
teenager and all the drama we encounter.  It’s much 
easier to solve a math problem and finish it than to figure 
out the complicated web of poetry. 

 

 



Summer Reading Double Entry Journal Rubric 

 Excellent  
4 points 

Good  
3 points 

Fair 
2 points 

Poor 
1 point 

Unacceptable 
(Does not meet the 

standard) 
0 points 

Selected quotations 
 
 
Points X 5 

Journal includes MORE 
THAN 16 quotations. 
Each of the quotations 
selected reveals 
connection with and 
understanding of text. 
Quotations come from 
the beginning, middle, 
and end of the text. 
Quotations are cited 
accurately.  

Journal includes 15-16 
quotations.  The majority 
of quotations selected 
reveal connection with 
and understanding of 
the text.   
Quotations come from 
the beginning, middle, 
and end of the text. 
Quotations are cited 
accurately. 

Journal includes 11-15 
quotations.  Many of the 
quotations reveal 
connection with and 
understanding of the 
text.  Quotations may 
come from limited page 
numbers.  Quotations 
make lack accurate 
citations. 

Journal includes 5-10 
quotations.  Quotations 
may not reveal a 
connection with or 
understanding of the 
text.  Quotations may 
come from limited page 
numbers (i.e., on the first 
20 pages of the book).  
Quotations may lack 
accurate citations. 

Journal includes fewer than 
5 quotations.  Quotations 
may be inaccurate and 
may not reveal a 
connection to the text.  
Quotations may come from 
limited page numbers and 
may lack accurate 
citations. 

Analysis and response 
 
 
Points X 5 
 
Please remember that 
your double entry journal 
should consist of AT 
LEAST 4 typewritten 
pages! 

Each of the “analysis 
and response” sections 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of and 
interaction with the read 
text.  Each analysis and 
response section 
includes an insightful 
and complex 
combination of 
reactions, questions, 
problems, connections, 
and analyses. 

Each of the “analysis 
and response” sections 
demonstrates a mostly 
clear understanding of 
and interaction with the 
read text.  Each analysis 
and response section 
includes a combination 
of reactions, questions, 
problems, connections, 
and analyses , but may 
lack some insight or 
depth. 

The “analysis and 
response” sections 
demonstrate some 
understanding of and 
interaction with the text, 
but may not fully explore 
the ideas expressed in 
the selected page 
range.  Analysis and 
response sections may 
focus solely on questions, 
problems, connections, 
etc., rather than a 
variety. 

The “analysis and 
response” sections 
demonstrate little 
understanding of and 
interaction with the text.  
Responses lack depth 
and/or clarity and may 
be too brief (less than ½ 
page). 

The “analysis and response” 
sections are largely 
incomplete and/or fail to 
show any understanding of 
or interaction with the text.  
Sections may be missing 
(i.e., only one analysis is 
complete). 

Grammar and 
mechanics  
 
Points X 2.5 
 
 

The paper has been 
proofread and is 
flawless.  There are no 
errors in grammar or 
mechanics.  

This paper has been 
proofread.  There are 
very small (and very few) 
errors in grammar and 
mechanics. 

The paper may not have 
been proofread; 
however, there are errors 
in grammar and 
mechanics. 

This paper has many 
errors in grammar and 
mechanics.  The paper 
demonstrates poor 
control over academic 
American English. 

The paper has so many 
errors in grammar and 
mechanics that it lacks 
fluency and coherence. 
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